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LOWER MILFORD TOWNSHIP

LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS - WORKSHOP MEETING

THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2009
MINUTES

PRESENT:  Richard Harris, Chairman; Donna Wright, Vice-Chair; Arland Schantz, Supervisor; Ellen Koplin, Township Manager; Emil Kantra, Township Solicitor and approximately 9 members of the audience.  

· Chairman Harris called the meeting to order at approximately 7:32 pm.
OLD BUSINESS:

· Draft Recreation and Open Space Plan
Attorney Kantra reviewed comments from his memo dated 4/1/09 concerning the Draft Recreation and Open Space Plan.  The comments were discussed.  A revised (Appendix III) version of the plan will be resubmitted to the Planning Commission for review.
Harris asked that the Recreation and Open Space Board submit an estimate of yearly maintenance of the Lower Milford Community Park for future budgeting.

NEW BUSINESS:
· EIT Collection – Act 32
A representative from each municipality must be selected for a county wide committee to determine the method of collecting the Earned Income Tax.   The Board of Supervisors will designate a representative for Lower Milford at the April 16 Board of Supervisors meeting.
· Saucon Creek Watershed Association - WREN Grant

A “partnership blessing” is sought for cooperation and support of the newly forming Saucon Creek Watershed Association.  More information concerning their mission and the scope of “wildlife” protection that they will be involved in needs to be obtained.
· Subdivision/Land Developments

Koplin mentioned the following will be on the agenda for the April 16 Board of Supervisors meeting:

· Dedication of Public Improvements for Bryn Estates – Leroy Sorenson
· Release of 18 month Maintenance for the Stenroos Subdivision - Ken Schock 
· Census Bureau - Formation of Local Complete Count Committee
The Census Bureau request for a non-mandatory committee to promote citizen participation in the 2010 Census count was considered but no interest was expressed by the Board or citizens.  Therefore a committee will not be formed.  
· Trinity Great Swamp Church - 275th Anniversary Tabloid

In honor of their 275th Anniversary, Trinity Great Swamp Church is asking for sponsors to advertise a congratulatory message.  The historic value of the church in Lower Milford was considered.  Wright said since the church is involved in our Fall Festival, the Festival could be mentioned in the ad and the cost split.

MOTION was made by Wright to place a 1/12 page ad at $259.14 commending Trinity Great Swamp’s 275th Anniversary, the cost to be split between the Festival Committee and the Township.  Schantz seconded the motion.




Unanimous

· Agricultural Security Area - 7 Year Review
2009  is the year for the Seven Year Review of the properties in the Agricultural Security Area.  The Agricultural Advisory Committee has the opportunity to remove any property that no longer conforms to the requirements.  The review should be completed this year.  If no changes are necessary, there will be an automatic “roll-over”.

· Memberships/Participation:

Wright asked if the Board would approve a membership in the Upper Perkiomen Chamber of Commerce since they would aid in providing grant letters of recommendation.  She was asked to find out the cost.  
The Brandywine Conservancy Membership was not considered necessary and will not be renewed.  
Koplin said she believes, as a Township, we are honorary members of the Lehigh Valley Chamber.  
· Announcements:

· The 2009 Liquid Fuels Payment will be in the amount of $157,212.72.

· Lower Milford Annual Clean-Up Day will be held on Saturday, April 25, 8 am to noon.   Refreshments will be served.

· The Supervisors have begun exploring the relocation of the Fire Department.  It will be a long process but they will continue to inform the public of any progress made.

· Grant opportunities are available from the stimulus package for First Responders.  The projects need to be done within a limited period of time or leftover money is forfeited. 

· Wright announced that St. Luke’s Hospital has developed a sliding scale which offers a discount according to income for uninsured people.

· Harris adjourned the meeting at 8:44 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Ellen L. Koplin

Township Secretary
