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LOWER MILFORD TOWNSHIP of LEHIGH COUNTY

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Thursday, February 19, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.

MINUTES
Chairman Richard Harris called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Present were Supervisors Arland Schantz and Donna Wright.  Also present were Township Solicitor Emil Kantra, Township Manager Ellen Koplin; Public Works Director Richard Kinsey and approximately 16 others.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.

Public comments were accepted throughout the meeting.
Regular Business:
MOTION was made by Schantz to approve the minutes of the January 15, 2009 Board of Supervisors Second Meeting.  Wright seconded the motion.
Unanimous
MOTION was made by Wright to approve the minutes of the February 5, 2009 Board of Supervisors First (Workshop) Meeting.   Schantz seconded the motion.

Citizen Evelyn Yost asked that a change be made to reflect the fact that she wanted the township road and not “her” road opened as stated in the last sentence under Scout Road Turnaround Discussion.
MOTION was amended to reflect the change from “her” road to “the” road.

Unanimous
MOTION was made by Wright to accept the Treasurers Report as follows:

· General Fund




$643,323.00

· Sewer Fund




         206.00

· Park & Rec. Donation Fund


      3,242.00

· Park & Rec. Grant



    24,000.00


      


· Capital Reserve Fund



  137,746.00 
  

· Road Projects Fund



  342,358.00


· State Liquid Fuels Tax Account

      
      5,860.00
  

· Developer Escrows (Non Twp. Funds)

    37,469.00



 
Schantz seconded the motion.




Unanimous

   
MOTION was made by Wright to pay the February 2009 bills.  Schantz seconded the motion.

Unanimous
Police Business:

The Police Reports were made available to the public.
Public Works Business:

The Public Works Report was made available to the public.
Zoning Business:

The Zoning Report was made available to the public.

Manager’s Business:

Manager’s report was made available to the public.

Subdivisions/Land Developments:

There were no new Subdivisions or Land Developments and no action due.
 
Fire Co. Report: 

The Fire Co. report was read by Doug Shaw.
Pouran Esrafily commented on the Fire Tax.  She wanted to know what happens to the yearly donation from the Township General Fund to the Fire Co.  Harris explained the Fire Tax replaces the Township donation from the General Fund.  The amount previously donated to the Fire Co. will now go toward other General Fund expenses unless the need for a donation is established.  She also thought the tentative moving of the Fire Co. to a more central location would be moving it away from the most populated area of the Township.  Harris said the issue is pre-mature and will be discussed at a future meeting.
Old Business:

Representative Karen Beyer asked if Lower Milford would get together a list of road projects by March 17, 2009 for the purpose of a Transportation Stimulus Plan.  She suggested the Physician’s Assistant program at DeSales University could be utilized to develop an Emergency Quick Response Team to support Emergency Services in Lower Milford Township.  She said the Fire Company and EMS must submit copies of their most recent audit to her office and, according to the law, submit one to the Township to continue their non-profit status and the chance to receive grants.

New Business:

Kinsey related his plan to hire a full time laborer with a strong mechanical background for the Public Works Department.  

MOTION was made by Wright to hire a laborer at the wage established by the Union Contract.  Schantz seconded the motion.




Unanimous
Jean Schoch asked if the position was advertised in the newspaper.  Kinsey said he hired from the applications he had on file.

MOTION was made by Wright to advertise for Road Bids.  Harris seconded the motion.  2 Aye, 1 Nay (Schantz).






Motion Carried
There was discussion concerning dirt roads vs. paved.  Schantz reiterated his opinion that some township roads should be returned to dirt roads. 


Authorization was sought for pursuing a right-of-way to access a 17.8 acre Township owned property for use by the Public Works Department.  Jean Schoch asked whose property the right of way would cross.  Koplin replied the name of Tarzian.
MOTION was made by Schantz to authorize obtaining an appraisal for right-of-way to Township property off of County Line Road.  Wright seconded the motion.
Unanimous 
Citizens Comments:
Lloyd Ohl asked if any other appraisals were done for properties other than his for the Limeport Sewage location.  Koplin said there was no other property suitable for this particular system.


Pouran Esrafily asked that the supervisors take a closer look before raising wages and taxes in these hard times.
Correspondence (made available for public viewing on the distribution table).
· Southern Lehigh Public Library Reports 

· PA Dept. of Labor and Industry

· Southern Lehigh Living Memorial Park

· Lehigh County Agricultural Land Preservation Board
Announcements:

· Lower Milford Annual Clean-Up Day-Saturday, April 25 from 8 am to noon

· PENNDOT Bridge Projects Bid Schedule as of 2/13/09- Lower Milford Township



-Hosensack Bridge (King’s Highway) -Let 2/12/09



-Spinnerstown Road Bridge -Let 10/15/09

· Geryville Materials Curative Amendment Hearing - February 24 at 7:30 pm
· National Agriculture Week Celebration – March 19 at the conclusion of the Board of Supervisors Meeting







Respectfully submitted,







Ellen L. Koplin








Township Secretary

